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PRESS RELEASE 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Date: 3 March 2025 
  

“HK Phil String Instruments Circle” First Anniversary 
 

 
[3 March 2025, Hong Kong] At the beginning of 2024, the Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra (HK Phil) 
launched its "String Instruments Circle" (the Circle) with the strong support of private patrons and collectors in 
Hong Kong as well as overseas. This lending programme provides high-quality string instruments, which are 
typically inaccessible to professional musicians due to their high value. These instruments not only enhance the 
orchestra's sound but also attract and retain top talent, thereby elevating the HK Phil's profile both locally and 
internationally. With the prices of rare and valuable instruments expected to rise over time, this initiative is a win-
win for both investors and Hong Kong's music culture. 
 
The Circle currently includes a selection of ten exquisite violins and one cello crafted by renown Italian and French 
luthiers in the 18th and 19th centuries. Among these is a violin by Giovanni Battista Guadagnini, generously loaned 
to HK Phil’s Concertmaster Jing Wang by The Postscript Collection. The latest addition is a viola by Italian luthier 
Lorenzo Storioni (1790). Lorenzo Storioni is widely regarded as the last great Cremonese luthier of the 18th 
century. This instrument kindly loaned to HK Phil’s Principal Viola Andrew Ling by instrument expert J&A Beare, 
London, one of the world’s leading authorities on fine instruments. As principal advisor to the Circle, J&A Beare 
assists in the sourcing of suitable instruments for lenders as well as offering regular maintenance of these 
valuable instruments.  
 
The HK Phil hopes to introduce more existing and new collectors to the String Instruments Circle, enhancing the 
sound of the orchestra and delighting audiences around the world. 
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Viola by Lorenzo Storioni (1790), on loan from J&A Beare, London 
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Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra 
Music Director Designate: Tarmo Peltokoski 
Principal Guest Conductor: Long Yu 
Resident Conductor: Lio Kuokman, JP 
Artistic Partner: Daniele Gatti 
 
The Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra (HK Phil) is regarded as one of the leading orchestras in Asia. Presenting 
more than 150 concerts over a 44-week season, the HK Phil attracts more than 200,000 music lovers annually. 
The HK Phil won the prestigious UK classical music magazine Gramophone’s 2019 Orchestra of the Year Award 
– the first orchestra in Asia to receive this accolade. 
 
Tarmo Peltokoski will become the HK Phil’s Music Director beginning in the 2026/27 season, after serving as 
Music Director Designate in 2025/26. Currently, Long Yu serves as Principal Guest Conductor, Lio Kuokman is 
Resident Conductor, and Daniele Gatti is Artistic Partner. 
 
The HK Phil has flourished in the last two decades under Jaap van Zweden (Music Director, 2012–2024) and 
Edo de Waart (Artistic Director and Chief Conductor, 2004–2012). The orchestra successfully completed a four-
year journey through Wagner’s Ring Cycle, performing and recording one opera from the cycle annually from 
2015 to 2018. The concert performances were well received, and the live Naxos recordings were praised by 
critics, and garnered the Gramophone Orchestra of the Year Award 2019. Other recent recording projects include 
Mahler’s Symphony no. 10, Shostakovich’s Symphony no. 10, and Tchaikovsky’s Symphony no. 6 and Piano 
Concerto no. 1. 
 
The HK Phil has toured extensively across Mainland China. The orchestra undertook a major tour in 2017 to 
Seoul, Osaka, Singapore, Melbourne and Sydney in celebration of the 20th anniversary of the establishment of 
the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region. The HK Phil celebrated its 50th anniversary in the 2023/24 season, 
touring Europe, Asia, and Mainland China, performing in 22 cities across ten countries. 
 
Conductors and soloists who have recently performed with the orchestra include Anja Bihlmaier, Stéphane 
Denève, Christoph Eschenbach, Paavo Järvi, Andrés Orozco-Estrada, Vasily Petrenko, Krzysztof Urbański, 
Joshua Bell, Ning Feng, Boris Giltburg, Lang Lang, Leonidas Kavakos, Olivier Latry, Yo-Yo Ma and Akiko 
Suwanai. The HK Phil promotes the work of Hong Kong and Chinese composers through an active 
commissioning programme, and it has released recordings on the Naxos label featuring Tan Dun and Bright 
Sheng, each conducting their own compositions.  
 
The HK Phil runs diverse education and community programmes in schools and outdoor spaces, bringing music 
into the hearts of tens of thousands of children and families every year.  
 
The Swire Group has been the Principal Patron of the HK Phil since 2006. Through this current sponsorship 
donation, the largest in the orchestra’s history, Swire endeavours to foster access to classical music and stimulate 
cultural participation in Hong Kong and the Chinese Mainland. A critical aspect of this is engaging with the 
community, especially young people. The sponsorship will also help promote local artistic excellence and 
enhance Hong Kong’s reputation as one of the great cities in the world.  
 
Thanks to a significant subsidy from the Government of the HKSAR and long-term funding from Principal Patron 
Swire, the Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities Trust and other supporters, the HK Phil now boasts a full-time 
annual schedule of core classical repertoire and innovative popular programming, extensive education and 
community programmes, and collaborations with, amongst others, Hong Kong Ballet, Opera Hong Kong and the 
Hong Kong Arts Festival. 
 
The history of the HK Phil dates back to the establishment of the Sino-British Orchestra in 1947. In 1957, the 
orchestra was officially registered as the Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra and became fully professional in 
1974. The HK Phil is a registered charitable organisation. 
 
The Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra is financially supported by the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region and is 
a Venue Partner of the Hong Kong Cultural Centre.  
Swire is the Principal Patron of the Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra. 
 


